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Statement of Mr Hjalmar Dahl, co-chair of the GCG

Agenda item 6 - Discussion on the World Conference on lndigenous Peoples

Madam Chair, thank you for the opportunity to speak. Firstly, I wish
to acknowledge Ms Aili Keskitalo, the President of the Sami Parliament of
Norway. The Sami Parliament hosted the global indigenous preparatory

conference in June 2013 which resulted in the Alta outcome document. The

Sami Parliament was a gracious host and continues to support indigenous

efforts to affect our full and equal participation in this process.

I also wish to congratulate Mr Crispin Gregoire for his appointment
within the office of the President of the General Assembly as the focal point
for the high level plenary meeting of the General Assembly to be known as the
World Conference on lndigenous Peoples. I look forward to working closely
with him in this process.

My name is Hjalmar Dahl and I am one of the co-chairs of the
indigenous global coordinating group (also known as the GCG). The GCG is

the global indigenous working group that is responsible for the coordination
of indigenous preparatory activity for the high level plenary meeting. Until
recently, the GCG consisted of the 7 geo-political regions of the world as well
as the indigenous women's caucus and the indigenous youth caucus. As a

direct result of recent developments, the North American lndigenous peoples'

caucus decided to withdraw from the GCG. Given the GCG no longer includes
the North American region, it is aware that it needs to formally meet and agree

upon a process to determine a new name.

Since the twelfth session of the Permanent Forum on lndigenous lssues,

there have been some positive and not so positive developments in relation

to the preparatory activities for the high level plenary meeting. The positive



developments include the holding of a global indigenous conference in Alta,
Norway in June 2013. As mentioned previously, this global conference was

hosted by the Sami Parliament of Norway and provided an opportunity for
lndigenous Peoples to meet. The Alta conference successfully adopted the
Alta outcome document by consensus. The Alta outcome document has

been widely disseminated, was translated into numerous languages and has

received a UN reference which is A/57/994. lt contains specific themes and

concrete recommendations that reflect the issues of greatest importance to
lndlgenous Peoples globally and provides a firm basis upon which to draft the
final outcome document of the high level plenary meeting.

I turn now to the developments which have not been so positive.

The General Assembly resolution which sets out the modalities for the high

level plenary meeting has yet to be fully realized. There are a number of
organizational matters that need to be completed including but not limited to
the interactive hearing and the drafting of the final outcome document. These

organizational matters are set out in the General Assembly resolution A/RES/

66/296 which is commonly referred to as the modalities resolution.

The lack of progress is clearly frustrating for lndigenous Peoples.

lndigenous Peoples wish to engage in a process that upholds our rights as

affirmed in the UN Declaration on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples particularly

our right to participate in decisions that affect us. The high level plenary

meeting provides an opportunity for the UN to set a new standard and create
new ways of working within the framework of the UN Declaration on the
Rights of lndigenous Peoples.

The UN has rules and procedures that govern its work. However, the
highest body of the UN, the General Assembly adopted the UN Declaration on

the Rights of lndigenous Peoples therefore committing itself to reviewing its
practices and policies in order to fully realize our rights.

The President of the General Assembly has been tasked with
implementing the modalities resolution. This resolution must be implemented

in such a way as to uphold the principle of equal participation of lndigenous



Peoples. Whilst there are some states that struggle to accept a new way of

doing things and who seem reluctant to chanBe, it is the President of the

General Assembly who must provide strong and principled leadership on this

critical issue. We therefore urge the President of the General Assembly to

carry out his work on an urgent basis to ensure our full and equal participation

in the high level plenary process.

One of the ideas proposed by the President of the General Assembly in

March of this year was the appointment of four advisers being two state

advisers and two indigenous advisers. I reiterate the support for Ms Mirna

Cunningham and Mr Les Malezer to fill the positions of indigenous advisers if
an acceptable formula is found. Support for Ms Mirna Cunningham and Mr

Les Malezer was communicated to the President of the General Assembly in

March on behalf of the regions of Africa, Arctic, Asia, Latin America and the

Caribbean, the Pacific and Russla, and indigenous youth from the regions of

Africa, Arctic, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Pacific and Russia.

I note the new organizational formula that Mr Gregoire has today

shared with us. lt is encouraging to see progress on this matter and the

formula is welcomed as a positive development. We will carefully review this

new development and make our views known to the President of the General

Assembly and to states.

Lastly, I reiterate the importance of the principles set out in the

modalities resolution which uphold the full and equal participation of
lndigenous Peoples in this process and note that any new formula must

uphold the already accepted principles set out therein.

Thank you Madam Chair.


